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A MANIFESTO FOR EDUCATED LABOR  
 

The following tract was written by the Coordinating Committee of the 
Contesting Cadres (known as the "C.4"), an organization of radical executives and 
engineers.  1500 of these cadres met at the Sorbonne on the night of May 20 and 
declared themselves ready and willing to:  

- Join the strikes which have been or can be started in their firms  
- Participate in the struggle and develop all the forms thereof  
- Commit themselves to give one day of pay per week of strike  
- Join the strike committees or the action committee in their neighborhood. 

This unprecedented support for worker and student struggles had deep causes, art-
iculated in the tract below. 

Entitled Manifesto, it is a protest against the specific forms of aliena-
tion experienced by managerial personnel in modern capitalist society. Their 
objective is to create a new society in which man would be more than "consumer" 
and economic life would be democratized.  

The tract exists in at least two different forms. The text translated here 
is that issued by the Worker-Student Action Committee of the Sorbonne which claims 
to have rewritten it from a draft submitted by the executives.  The resulting tract 
was presumably more radical than the original draft. 2500 copies are said to have 
been printed on May 24. 1 

The other version is a printed one issued by the Coordinating Committee 
of Contesting Cadres on May 20. This version differs only slightly but in one 
respect significantly: the "C.4" condemn consumer society in America and Russia 
side by side.2  

There is clearly a problem of dates here which I cannot solve. It seems 
likely, however, that the C.A.R.S, made an error in dating its version and that 
the true history of the tract is as they describe it, with the "C.4" version being 
a final rewrite by the cadres themselves. The C.A.R.S. says that in the original 
draft, the cadres "had not gone so far as to challenge the purpose of the deepest 
structures of the capitalist economy". The rewritten tract certainly does chal-
lenge it. If our hypothesis is correct, then the "C.4" would have appreciated the 
radicalization of their own tract and preferred it to the original, adding, how-
ever, a disclaimer as far as the Soviet Union is concerned.  

 
 
 
 

                                                                 
1 Cf. The fascicule of the Revolutionary Action Committee of the Sorbonne3 p. 52. 
2 Cf. Journal de la commune et udiante, p. 384. 
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DOCUMENT 
MANIFESTO 
 

T h e  s t u d e n t  m o v e m e n t  h a s  g i v e n  r i s e ,  a m o n g  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  cadres ,   to  
a  new ana lys i s  bo th  o f  t he i r  mi s s ion  in  t he  company  and  o f  t he  goa l s  o f  t he  
consumer  soc ie ty  which  they ,  consc ious ly  o r  no t ,  he lp  to  bu i ld .  

F o r  t h e s e  c a d r e s ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  m o v e m e n t  r e p r e s e n t s  a  f u n d a m e n t a l  
c o n t e s t a t i o n o f t h e  n a t u r e  o f  o u r  s o c i e t y .   T h e  v e r b a l  e x c e s s e s  t o  w h i c h  t h i s  
c o n t e s t a t i o n may  have  l ed  on ly  exp re s s  t he  amp l i t ude  o f  t he  p rob l em posed .     
T h e  c a d r e s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  t o  p l a y  i n  f o r m u l a t i n g  t h e  
b a s e s  a n d  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  a  S o c i e t y  w hi c h  w o u l d  m a k e  o f  m a n  s o m e t h i n g  o t h e r  
than  a  s i m p l e  c o n s u m e r .  

S u c h  a  r e v o l u t i o n  r e q u i r e s :  
a) The  e l abo ra t i on  o f  an  o r ig ina l  soc i e ty ,  go ing  beyond  those  t ha t   

a r e  g e n e r a l l y  p r o p o s e d :  t h i s  s o c i e t y  w i l l  h a v e  a s  i t s  f u n d a m e n t a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
t h a t  o f  b e i n g  b u i l t  f o r  a n d  b y  t h e  w a g e - e a r n e r s  w h o  a r e  i t s  d r i v i n g  e l e m e n t s .  

b) T h e  e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  c o n c r e t e  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n   
o f  managemen t  and  o f  t he  gene ra l  economic  dec i s ion  mak ing  p rocess .   The  goa l  
of f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  i n  w o r k  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  l e i s u r e ,  m u s t  b e  
s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  u s u a l  g o a l s  o f  p r o f i t a b i l i t y  a n d  e x p a n s i o n .  

A s  a  s h o r t - t e r m  o b j e c t i v e  o n e  m u s t  c a l l  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  ( j u s t  a s  o n e  mus t  
f o r  s o c i e t y  a s  a  w h o l e )  t h e  u n i o n s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
c h a r g e d  w i t h  d e f e n d i n g  a n d  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s a l a r i e d  w o r l d .  

Consc ious  o f  t he  f ac t  t ha t  t he  s t rugg le  begun  a t  t he  Un ive r s i t y  canno t  b e  
w a g e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  w i t h o u t  t h e  m o v e m e n t  s p r e a d i n g  t o  a l l  e c o n o m i c  s e c t o r s ,  
t h e  " C o m m i t t e e "  p r o p o s e s : 

- To  pa r t i c ipa t e  w i th  t he  s t uden t s  i n  c h a n g i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  m e t h o d s  
a n d  s t r u c t u r e s .  

- T o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e o r y  a n d  a c t i o n  i n t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m i l i e u .  
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