[COMMENT]

Critical University

The students in the Law Faculty, along with those of Political Science
have the reputation of being the most bourgeoisin France. In these schools at
the time of the May Events there were many Gaullists, not to mention a
scattering of monarchists and fascists. But even here the May movement
provoked a violent revolutionary politicization. Undoubtedly, it was from these
schools that came those revolutionaries in three piece suits with fleur-de-lis
in their lapels one sometimes saw tossing cobblestones at the police.

The following text was published by the Strike Committee of the Law
Faculty as the conclusion to along pamphlet of reform proposals concerning
every aspect of legal education in France. Perhaps because of their moderate
political backgrounds, these students were especially ¢ oncerned to define in
advance the institutions of a free socialist society, the rights that everyone
should be able to enjoy in a nation transfigured by revolution. However, the
desire to unite socialism and freedom was not confined to the Law Faculty
during May, but quickly became one of the central themes of the movement.
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Political Texts Proposed by the Various Comnr ssions

A, LAW REFORM COWM SSI ON: " REFLECTI ONS ON THE MEANI NG COF THE
MOVEMENT"

This is a report offered by the nenbers of a Law conm ssion. The Strike Comm ttee
considers it a useful basis for reflection on the neaning of the novenent.

One of the first | essons of the student revolt was the refusal to enclose the
future inrigid alternatives within pre-established franeworks. This is the
rejection of a closed problematic deriving froma schema based on an apparently
unassail able I ogic. The theory has been refuted according to which, by its very
nat ure and stage of devel opnent, industrial society would necessarily secrete the
i nevitable evils of technocracy, bureaucracy, centralization. W reject an
approach whi ch presents the present structures as the only realistic and | ogica
ones because of the narrowness of the econom ¢ margi n of maneuver, the necessary
technicity of tasks, the conplexity of cases. Every societytendstoconsider itself
to be the only one possible; the Events have shown that the response to this has
been an intellectual and political explosion of such a nature as to broaden the
range of possibilities.

. CRITICAL ANALYSI S OF THE PRESENT SOCI ETY

-it isaprofit societyinthat its economc systemis founded on productive
activities oriented toward maxi mum profits for the owners of the nmeans of
production, and not toward t he nost urgent human and soci al needs. Al so, since
profit is based on selling, its realization requires a refashioning of the nind
of the consuner, an insidi ous persuasive activity with respect to the val ue of
t he established nodel.

-it is alienating for man in the sense that it considers himonly in terns of
his separate statuses as a producer and a consuner, thereby denying his deepest
personality whichisirreducibleto any categorization, and refusing hi mthe status
of autononous and free subject endowed with original val ues.

Thi s soci ety secretes a governnent whi ch assertsitsright toguidethe econonic
and political activities of thecountry according to procedures of dubious validity.
Paternalistic, it knows howto nete out its liberalismto insureits survival. At
the first crisis it collapses and discovers that its rigidity has given it the
illusion of stability.

It then alternates liberalismand threats and soon discovers itself to be
authoritarian. The police apparatus ceases to be the guarantor of public order and
beconmes the i nstrunent of a repression as excessive as it is ineffective. Far from
crushing contestation, the repression crystallizes it and nobilizes aspirations
forbi dden expression by therigidity of the social structure. The crisisis inthe
| ogi c of the structures of the present society; it should |ead to the fornulation
of new strategies and principles.

1. THE ASPI RATI ONS OF THE MOVEMENT

The aspirations of the novenent crystallize around several val ues which comne
out clearly in the analysis of the events. It would be an error to consider the
generalization of protest and its various fornms, fromstreet denobnstrations to



factory strikes, as a juxtaposition of mutually unrel ated di scontents. Rather, we
consi der the grass root s spontaneity of t he novenent to be nost significant. Neither
tardy reform smnor hasty negotiations could di sarmconmon aspi rati ons which seem
to us to be the follow ng:

-contestation, which presupposes a gl obal view of social problens as the
necessary condition for a relevant challenge to the basic postul ates of the
society. It is opposedtothe present tendency to breakprobl ens downinto parts,
to consider themin isolation fromthe background of their preconditions.

-participation, which inplies that at every level of his activity every nan
can i nfl uence t he deci si ons whi ch concern him Structures pernmittingthe flowering
of responsibility should be available to the student in the framework of the
uni versity, the worker in the framework of the conpany, thecitizenin the framework
of the city, the region and the Nation

-the right to create. |magination nust be substituted for passive
consunption at work and |l ei sure, artificiallyopposed by an alienating society.

-solidarity is based on the postulate according to whichno nanis free so
| ong as another man suffers the burden of oppression. .

These val ues, to which t he novenent is committed, inply asocialist denpcracy
because contestation and participation can only be effective and influential if
they can act directly on the nmeans of production. To envisage another solution
woul d be to condemn oneself to a sterile exercise functioning in a vacuum

An econoni ¢ and soci al systemof asocialist type inplies on the one hand that
t he workers thensel ves take in hand the managenent of the economic unit to which
t hey bel ong, and on the other hand, State planning of the activity of its firns,
oriented toward the satisfaction of man's priority needs. However, even though
socialismis the condition for theflowering of the above-nentioned val ues, it does
not guarantee their realization. The socialist nodels which exist today are not
al ways safe fromtotalitarian enterprises.

Political power nust respect pluralistic principles in fact, which
automatically presuppose contestation and participation. Thus politica
denocracy will crown econonic and social denocracy.

[11. THE STRATEGY OF THE MOVEMENT

The triunph of these val ues and their effectiverealization by atransformation
of social structures shoul d not be considered as a nerely hypot hetical possibility
now t hat the noverment is slow ng down. Student power should be organized in view
of achi eving these goals.

What wi || beits exigencies, giventhe persistance of the present econoni c,
social and political systenf

-The University isthe privileged, if not the only center of contestation. This
contestation presupposes the authentic exercise of freedomof expression and the
right to political and union information. It will have to transcendthe boundaries
of the university to reach all the structures of the society.

-This university is autononous. |ts decision-making organs are decentralized
paritary comrittees in which students can take on responsibilities through
ef fective participation.

-The University opens out onto the external world by denocratizing access
toits teaching and by assertingitself as aninstrunent of collective progress.

It disseni nates works of noted individuals representative of professional
cultural and political life. The Third Wrld is anpbng its nmajor concerns.

What will be the nature of the novenent?

Far frombeing an isol ated case, the student novenent is part of a revolt
nunmer ous ot her exanpl es of which can be found beyond our frontiers, notably in
Western Europe, and for different reasons and following different patterns in
certain Eastern and Third Wrld countries.

It applies the values of contestation to which it is coimmitted to its own




structures and refuses to identify itself with a single aspect of its own thought
or action.

For the sane reason, while the novenent recogni zes that all its aspects share
a basic political essence, it refuses to alienate itself in a politics determ ned
by an organization, a party or a pre-existing doctrine.

Firm whatever the reginme, on the aspirations which constitute its
charter, it will neverthel ess be sensitiveto any agreenent which may ari se
between its aspirations and the future political context.

B. UNVERSITY AND SOCI ETY COM SSION:  "THE POLI TI CAL DEFI NI TION OF A FUTURE"

The political definition of a future: The present novenent is the

begi nning and the first mani festation of a "cultural revol ution” which

shoul d |l ead nore or less gradually in the near future to a true

"structural revolution."™ The precedi ng pages have attenpted to show

that it is the society as a whole which is in question, that is to say,

which is contested. The principles of contestati onenerge of thensel ves

fromthis critique.

a) -the new principles of social thought and life Since contestation is a basic
formof the effective exercise of the Freedomof the Human Spirit, it shoul d not
be surprising that we give an apparently liberal formul ati on of these principles.
But we have not forgotten that they would be worth [ittle by thenselves if they
were not quickly incarnated and exercised in new structures, actions, forces. W
can now enunerate t hese FREEDOMS of information, opinion, reflection, discussion
(whi ch presupposes that of assenbly), communication, contestation and creation,
and the RIGHT-DUTIES of solidarity, participation in decision-naking and
responsibility. Let us define what we nean by each of these words.

-Freedom of information, which is everyone's right to know the truth with
respect to the things involved in the decisions which concern him whether in the
econonmic, political, cultural or social order, and so on..Thi s presupposes nmeasures
providing newsnmen with better protection fromall pressures; the progressive
l[imtation of business secrets, classified research; the encouragenent of
scientific publications, the popularization of economcs, etc. .

-Freedomof opinion: this is a classical liberty which requires that no one
be harned because of his convictions.

-Freedomof reflection: freedomof opinionis enpty and freedomof expression
perverted if the individual's life conditions prevent himin practice from
reflecting on the information at his di sposal because of | ack of time, fatigue due
to wor ki ng conditions, transport, and especiallythe type of teachi ng and educati on
he has received. In teaching only facts and techni cal know edge, education often
results in the loss of the ability to think, even for those who have the "I uck"
togo far with their studies. The human being nust really be able to exercise his
reason, his judgnent

- Freedom of discussion: man's social nature requires that his thought be
comuni cated to others and enriched in contact with them |t should be possible
to freely create such occasions, on the condition, however, of doing so in the
appropriate places and at the appropriate tinmes. This is the neaning of the
regul ati on of the freedom of assenbly, which has been nmuch too strict in the
Uni versities and businesses up to now.

- Freedomof conmuni cation: this freedomis still | esscapabl e of bei ng regul ated
by |aw than the preceding one. It nust be conquered essentially at the | evel of
soci al consensus. Each group nust recogni ze the necessity of opening itself to

the problenms, the aspirations and interests of others, totheir "culture." Since
it istrue that "there is no single culture as a cultural absolute, but a single
culture as the sumof cultures: cultureis asynthesis of contributions." (Report

of the University and Cul ture Commi ssion, thesis 11.) Ever nobre conmuni cation
bet ween di fferent mental worlds will have to be organi zed, as this is an essenti al



aspect of a protracted cultural revolution. Thisis alsothe root of the denocratic
demand for a legitimte pluralismwhich goes beyond the mere juxtaposition of

i nterests and i deol ogi es as though they were powers in the bal ance because it is
based on the fruitful ness of their confrontation, often too on their

conpl ementarily. The recognition of such a denocratic pluralismis necessarily
acconpani ed by the guarantee of the rights of expression and representation of
mnorities (cf. New Statutes of the School of Lawof Paris, [1l, 1. the principles
of contestation.)

- Freedomof contestation: This is the fundanmental denand of the novenent, which
presupposes the effective exerci se of the above-nentioned freedons. It signifies
the right of the mind to "call into question"” all established structures through
every type of critical exam nation, thus reviving the best of the anarchi st
tradition. But the act of calling things into question (to begin wth,
intellectually) does not signify systematic physical destruction. It is clear that
soci ety needs organi zation and institutions, as does each of its groups. \Wat
di sappears is the apriori sacred character of the existing structures,
soci 0-econom c rel ations, and group objectives; this contradi cts what we just said
about pluralismonly in appearance

- Freedom of creation: For contestation not to be negative and for
participation to be effective, they nmust be based on this principle. Criticism
must be i mredi ately foll owed by proposal, intellectual destruction by intell ectual
construction, confronting the power of the imagination with the duty of reason:
from"the necessary utopia to the necessary rationality.” (Cf. Report no. 1,
presented by the Strike Coll ective of the Law School of Paris.) To fail to demand
this freedomin connection with contestation is in the first place to alienate
man by refusing himhis co-creative dinension, but it is also to open the way to

sterile disorder, to facile irresponsibility, to demagogy. |In practice, the
freedom of creation will appear as the right to initiative, to propose ideas at
all levels and on all subjects, but respecting the other freedonms and principl es

of the Movenent.

We have just witten: "At all levelsandonall subjects."Thisistolegitinze
the "political"™ character of the thought and action of every man, to affirmthe
"political" essence of the Mywvenent, and to denystify every pretense to
"apoliticism™

But it is time to clear up a serious msunderstanding due to the ambiguity
of the word "politics". According to the common view, "politics" had taken on a
pej orative connotation, evoking the necessary but deplorable function of a
professional minority with dirty hands: the "politicians" who, in the darkness
of the true centers of decision-naking, feed their conmon anbition under the nost
various | abels by nmeans of deals and conprom ses. To avoid these turpitudes and
to protect fam |y peace, social peace and t he peace of the Veterans' Associ ati ons,
it is necessary...

To stay away frompolitics at any price and not to allowdi scussions to
be "politicized" to avoid personal conflicts..ln short, once one's "politica
duty" was taken care of at the ballot box, he surrendered his fate to the
reigning prince(s): "It's their problemnow, " reserving the right to renewthe
bl ank check of the providential man fromtine to time by a frank and nassive
"yes". Thus one was not supposed to get involvedinpolitics except at the party
nmeet i ngs designed for that purpose: so nuch the worse for the volunteers. In
uni ons, associations, busi nesses or colleges, at the novies or on the radio,
it was not nornmally a matter of "that"

But, in one way or another, through the increase in the social security tax,
the job crisis, the inpossibility of registering at a certain school, the urban
renewal plan of the nei ghborhood, the Breton artichoke crisis, barricades in the
streets, the under-devel opnent of hospitals, the devel opment of nucl ear weapons,
the cry of the Third World, politics concerns itself with us, even if we do not
wish to be concerned withit. Apoliticismis a quitedefinite politics: that of



the ostrich; it al soserves the interestsof the "politicians" one despises; finally,
it is an abdication of a right inscribed in the very nature of man, the "zoon
politikon" of Aristotle, by subscribing in advance to a dictatorship. For the
Movement, politics is all reflection, all action which tends to nmodify the
conditions of life, structures, econonm c and social relations, fromthe nmonent
it concerns sone aspect of the City(polis). Becom ng conscious of this politica
di mension of the problens, especially in the University, is already an
extraordi nary achi evenent for a great many of us, an achi evenent the credit for
which goes to the Movenent. In this positive sense, all students should be
politicized especially at the Law School where it isstill very new and thus |ess
subj ect toinfluence or co-optation by traditional political groups; the majority
of these groups, of these "apolitical" organi zati ons or parti es have been i ncapabl e
of understandi ng what is happening. This speaks against them and nost clearly
agai nst the ones which claimto represent social reform(cf. the Political Report
of the Collective already cited).

-Ri ght-duty of solidarity: it is based on the postulate according to which
no man is free so long as another man suffers the burden of oppression. Not only
does it found the right tounion freedons, but, strongly felt by the students and
wor kers during the May Events, this solidarity extends to the whole world,
especially to the countries of the three continents oppressed by hunger
econonmi ¢ exploitation, political dom nation or arnmed inperialism

-Right-duty of participation in decision-making: This is the |ogica
consequence of what has been said above: political action nmust burst out of the
narrow and presently ill-adapted framework of parliament and the party and state
apparatuses. Debate nust becarriedoninall sectors andat different hierarchical
Il evels: in the conpanies and in the university departnents, in cooperatives and
uni ons, because | ocal deci si ons concerni ng each unit nmust be basedon a conception
of society as a whole. But no nmatter howwel |l thedebate i s organi zed at the | ocal
regi onal and national levels, it will only be a nore conscious alienation if it
does not have the nmeans to pass into action, the neans of political actionin the
broad sense, that is to say, the possibility for each to participate nore or |ess
directly and effectively in making the deci si ons which concern him "To be free
inthe sixtiesisto participatein decision-making," so said the National Center
of Young Managers at its congress of May '62 (as quoted by P. Mendés-France in
The Modern Republic.) Here again we find the demand nmade in the university for
effective co-managenent, that is to say, truly paritary managenent, and even the
demand for sel f-managenment nade by certain workers. Henceforth everyone should
have "a word to say" about t he deci si ons whi ch concern hi mpersonal ly or generally;
this woul d i nvol ve extendi ng denocracy fromthe strictly political domaintothe
econom ¢ and soci al domains. Such an unprecedented regi ne could be descri bed by
t he al ready over-used word, "socialist denpcracy."

-Ri ght-duty of responsibility: The idea of participationis much distrusted
by wor kers Because the formof participation possible up to now would have been
fictitious, illusory and handed down fromabove, and because, instead of granting
real power it woul d have been a fraud. But the "May Revol ution" has just nodified
t he bal ance of powers, and what is being done in the University is imaginable in
t he busi ness world, of course on the condition that the transitions are snoothly
handl ed and t he workers educated to responsi bl e management. And the University
woul d have a major role to play in this.

The word "responsi bl e" has been repeated often since the energence of the
movenent. The students' principle conplaint concerni ng the educati onal systemto
whi ch they have been subjected is precisely that it has failed to give themany
sense of responsibility for their own affairs, and it has taken a viol ent struggle
tofindthis out. They want to substitute for anorality of subjugationanorality
of responsibility inthe school of |ifeitself. But it is onethingto have becone
consci ous of this, and anot her to be capabl e of assum ng the responsibilities that
one demands, especially after being alienated by years of passivity.




Responsibility is already rel evant at the | evel of contestation, all the easier
the nore radical and irresponsible it is. Once the structures of an effective
partici pati on have been set up, itis obvious that contestation, expressed through
these very structures, will have to be organized and in a certain manner

sel f-disciplinedto avoidinpotence and anarchy whi ch woul d soon revi ve t he danger
of fasci smand sweep away al |l the conquests of the movenent, For the next fewyears

to conme, there will certainly be a delicate problemof "linking up" while waiting
for truly newnen to i ssue froma teaching of critical participation, such as is
pl anned especi al ly by the high school action commttees. If therereally is today

"a generalized crisis of authority" (Edgar Morin, Le Monde, June 5, '"68), it is
not so much the very principle of authority which is contested, except by the
anarchi st fringe of the novenent, as the basis of this authority. Henceforth we
are quite willing to obey, but on condition of being able to understand, contest
and participate in decisions. The present crisis of civilization is an adol escent
crisis: the sort which makes an adult of a m nor

In short, there is indeed a new phil osophy behind the present nmovenent of
contestation, in which one finds nunmerous el enments of idealismand Hegeliani sm
anarchism Marxi sm Freudi anism existentialism structuralismbut which cannot
be reduced to any systembecause it refuses systematizations; it is the reaction,
the assault of man as existent, in all his dinensions, against the alienating
conditions in which he is placed. It is philosophy at once critical and
existential, a dialectic of transcendence, including both nmonents of
contestation and proposal, and pernmanently so at the |evel of the society as
a whol e and each of its units; as such it transcends the dil emma of reform sm
vs. the traditional npdel of revol ution.

The critical realismwhich underliesits theory of know edge i s the basis on
whi ch this newl ogi c of transcendence passes constantly fromthe | evel of thought
to the level of life, frompoetry to politics. Refusing to give rise to a new
structured "order," the novenent wants to create structures which nake possible
t he constant renewal of the existingorder. This requires and presupposesthe soci al
recognition of a new ethic.

-No l onger materialistic, that i s, based onthe primacy, eventhe excl usive
val ue of noney, consunption, production, econonics:

-Nor idealistic, that is, utopian and forgetful of the psychol ogical
soci ol ogi cal and economic conditions of all action, of all thought;

-But "spiritual" in a newsense, because based in the | ast anal ysis on the
Essential Freedomof the situated human spirit, onits responsibility, in the
certitude of the perfectibility of every human being, of every society.

Because it is this certitude, this new "humani snf' which is the ultimte
foundation of its inprescriptibly right of CONTESTATI ON




